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LECTURE FOCUSES ON ETHICS AND THE LAW 
MISSOULA-
“The Ethics of an Evolving Profession” is the title of the 22nd Blankenbaker Lecture 
on Professional Responsibility scheduled for noon Thursday, April 14, at The University of 
Montana School of Law Castles Center.
Deanell Reece Tacha, chief judge of the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, will 
deliver the lecture, which is free and open to the public.
Tacha was nominated for her position by President Ronald Regan in 1985 and has 
served as chief judge since 2001. She earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of Kansas 
and graduated from the University of Michigan Law School.
She was a White House fellow during 1971-72, serving as special assistant to the 
secretary in the U.S. Department of Labor. She has been the director of the Douglas County 
Legal Aid Clinic in Lawrence, Kan., as well as a faculty member and vice chancellor for 
academic affairs at the University of Kansas School of Law.
The Blankenbaker lectures are named for Joseph N. Blankenbaker, who came to 
Montana in 1909 and established a foundation in 1975, at the age of 90, “to express his thanks 
to the people of Montana for treating him so w ell.” The Blankenbaker Foundation provides an 
annual endowment to the UM law school to supplement educational programs in professional 
responsibility.
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